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are known and felt only by their Results "; he was reminded
of " what Horace Walpole, I think, somewhere says of
John, Duke of Bedford, that he never was steadfast in any
opinion unless it was one which had been instilled into him
by somebody else, and which was at variance with his own
previous convictions "; and no pleading would induce him
to serve tinder him again. These views, unsweetened, were
conveyed to Russell, who obligingly consented to serve under
Lansdowne; and Palmerston replied with sober joy that
" John Russell's Decision does him Credit in every way.
I now for the first time begin to see Day Light through
the mist which has of late obscured the political
Horizon/'

That year two veterans were buried, the old Duke and

Protection.   Mr. Disraeli pronounced orations over each,

and  Palmerston  was  in  both  processions.     Indeed, he

played an active part in the obsequies of Protection.   Fresh

from the country, the victorious legions of Free Trade were

slightly inclined to make their rivals eat the leek.   This

operation was distasteful to Palmerston, more tender of

Tory feelings and with a preference for " a nearly unanimous

affirmation of a great principle of domestic policy."   The

Peelites shared his taste;  and an amendment was devised

by  Gladstone   and  Sidney   Herbert,   carried  to  Carlton

Gardens, and moved by Palmerston in the debate.   This

milder declaration of the blessings of Free Trade was rich

in rewards for its ingenious mover.   The Government was

saved; Windsor approved; the Tories bowed their thanks;

the Peelites almost made him leader; and Palmerston basked

in the unaccustomed sunshine.   For an instant there was

positively talk of Conservative reunion under his leadership

in the Commons:  at least it would relieve Mr. Gladstone

from the distasteful necessity of serving under Mr. Disraeli.

But the gleam passed.   The Government was beaten on the

Budget;  Derby resigned;  Lord Aberdeen was summoned

and proceeded to combine Peelites and Whigs in a single

comprehensive Cabinet.

The gossamer of Coalitions is woven by a thousand pro-